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Welcome to our April newsletter and thank you for continuing to reading about our
project. In March we reached a landmark point in our journey towards publication;
the completion of the entire first draft our book. Mark has done a fantastic job of
turning 22 years of research into a readable book, which will now be edited and
redrafted over the coming months. !

!

After achieving such a milestone it seems appropriate to reflect on the project. The
research started in 1993 at Clive’s Grandparents previous house, which is located
only yards away from Gainsborough Trinity’s Northolme Ground, where Spiksley
became a professional footballer. Here Clive was shown a 1903 League
Champions medal and from that moment on Clive and his dad, Ralph, started to
find books to discover who this ‘mystery’ footballer was. The only thing known
within the family was that Fred Spiksley was an addicted gambler, so much so that
Clive’s Granddad banned playing cards from his house. Unfortunately, the medals
were sold a few years later but a series of photographs and cuttings have remained
in the family which will feature in our book.!

!

It's fair to say that due to the sheer number of footballers in history most people are
either related to a footballer or know someone who is. Back in 1993 we honestly
had no idea who Fred Spiksley was and what he had done, the fact that he had
won a league medal gave us an indication that he must have been a fairly good
player and for the sake of family history we decided to research into his career.!

!

Being 12 at the time meant that Clive's research started by looking in the obvious
places such as Sheffield Wednesday books, contacting a few people by post and
reading newspapers on microfilm in Sheffield and Gainsborough. We will always be
indebted to the work done by people such as Keith Farnsworth and later on Jason
Dickinson, John Brodie and Dennis Clarborough who made the early research
much easier to get into.!

!

As we went from one source to another a picture started to form of a player who
was not only one of the greatest footballers of his era, but the footballer with the
most interesting story from the victorian period. Within a couple of years we
thought that the story was good enough to write a short book, and with the family
connection our primary focus has always been to get something in print that
documents the story, even if there were only a few copies were ever made.!

!

The research continues to throw up new surprises to this day, but the biggest
breakthrough came in 2003 at Glastonbury Festival when Clive was flicking
through a second hand book stall and came across a copy of a book called 'To the
palace for the cup!' Which contained an illustration of Spiksley scoring the winning
goal in the 1896 FA Cup Final. The source of the illustration was fully referenced
and this opened up our minds to what else may exist and the places where we
would find it. Hundreds of hours were spent looking through, often strange,
Victorian periodicals and newspapers. Most searches were fruitless, but others
contain some of the most exciting features of our book including the four live action
photographs of the 1896 FA Cup Final. These are not only important for people
interested in Sheffield Wednesday, but they are the earliest known action
photographs of an FA Cup Final and therefore are hugely significant as any
photographs of finals which predate these are photographs taken from distance
and match action was described using illustrations. !

!

In 2005 we hit gold when we discovered Spiksley's 70,000 word autobiography.
This is buried away in a fragile volume at the British Newspaper Library that cannot
be photocopied. A phone call to a friend and an hour later we had in our
possession a dictaphone which Ralph used to dictate the entire story, before
painstakingly typing it up over the following months. Spiksley’s autobiography has !

Quote

!

“The man I most admired was
Fred Spiksley. The Wednesday
outside left was not only the best
player his club ever had, he was
also the star of all the leftwingers I saw in my career. Nor
have I ever seen his equal
since.”!

Reverse side of Spiklsey 1903 Championship Medal showing a lovely
Wednesday Football Club motif.

enabled us to create a unique book about a victorian footballer. The stories that
would have normally been lost about his childhood and personal anecdotes that
pretty much died with the players of that era were all captured in superb detail.
There is so much detail that one of our bigger worries is that readers may think that
we have simply made some of the stories up, but we are working hard to make
sure the reader has confidence in the accuracy of our research. So the stories
about how Fred's dad bought him a real leather football for his birthday, or how he
paid for sprint training lessons using eggs that he stole from his parent's hen coup
are all true.!

!

The discovery of Spiksley’s autobiography, although a breakthrough, has meant
that many extra avenues needed to be explored. Before the discovery we believed
that we could publish a small book within a couple of years, but with a wealth of
new stories and new areas to research the project started to become too big for
Ralph and Clive to get it over the finishing line. Fortunately Mark has been able to
step in with his wealth of knowledge and experience to get the project up and
running again and deliver the quality required by the publishers. This will be
supported with a collection of superb images which we have collected over the
years. We have over 400 to choose from with have been sourced from either
private collections, contemporary periodicals and from various football clubs,
museums and Associations. A significant number have never been published and
although we are saving the best and most important images for our book we hope
that the newsletters are giving you a flavour of what we have found.!

!

Mark Metcalf first got in touch with Clive in 2010 after he discovered that Spiksley
had in fact scored an FA Cup Final goal that was quicker than that of Louis Saha’s
goal for Everton, with the Manchester Guardian crediting the goal as being scored
inside 20 seconds, this is supported by another source which also tries to provide a
time for the goal. Other sources do not conflict these times, with most either saying
within 30 seconds or within the first minute. Mark has since become the most
published author of pre-WW1 football books and it was not until last year that Mark
joined the project and started to write the first draft.!

! !
!

Earnest Neeham!
England’s finest left-half from the Victorian era.!
Sheffield Sport’s Special 1912!

What started out as a very small family history project has grown into something
that we believe to be unique and historical important. Fred Spiksley's story is the
most detailed account about what it was like to be one of the best early
professional footballers who's life went from one remarkable event to another.
There is a lot of work still to be done, but with the first draft now written we are
confident that Spiksley’s story will be available for all to read. For now we hope you
continue to enjoy the newsletters and spread the word about Fred Spiksley.!

World Wide Web
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!!
!!
!!
!!
!
!

Website Updates:
We have recently added an additional page to our website
that contains information about some of Mark’s previous
football books, as well as improved links to some of his
other projects.!

Over the last couple of years I have been steadily
building up a small collection of cigarette cards of the
players that feature in our book. In total there are 5
cards of Spiksley himself, but there are several
Sheffield Wednesday players from the period who
feature. This is partially due to fortuitous timing of the
1896 FA Cup win, as within a year the first set of
football related cigarette cards were issued. This was
the Cohen & Weenen Hero’s of Sport set which
featured 7 Wednesday players out of 35 cards. The
next highest was Sunderland with 4 cards and Villa
and WBA with 3 each. All of these clubs were much
more glamorous clubs at that time, so it just shows
how winning the FA Cup really propelled the
Wednesday players into the spotlight and onto the
cigarette cards. In 1899 a much better quality card
was released in the Guinea Gold range by Ogden.
These featured pretty much the same players and
photographs as the previous set with just a few
changes/additions. The image below shows the
similarity between the two sets.!
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Whilst looking for a few remaining cards to complete
the Sheffield Wednesday set, we discovered an
excellent blog, by Alan Jenkins, which is doing well to
document the different sets and doing so with scans
of the cards. The blog can be found at;!

!
!

http://european-football-updates-blog.blogspot.co.uk!

Newspaper Clippings

!
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Lancashire Evening Post 1907 - !
Reference to Spiksley’s first match for Watford.!

!!

Dundee Evening Post 1903 -!
This article relates to Newcastle United’s 1-0 victory over
Sunderland, which effectively handed the title to The Wednesday.
Sunderland needed to defeat Newcastle at St. James’s Park in
order to clinch the title. Most expected Sunderland to win as
Newcastle only had pride to play for (hence the reference to ‘true
sportsmanship’) and had never beaten Sunderland in a
competitive fixture.!

Picture of the Month

!!

Those of you who regularly go to watch
Sheffield Wednesday and buy the match day
programme may well have seen this excellent
story a few month ago. Pictured above are Jane
and Helen Crawshaw with the same trophy that
their Great Great Granddad, Tommy Crawshaw
lifted at the Crystal Palace in 1907. Of course,
Tommy had won the Cup with Spiksley back in
1896, but this time around he was Captain and
an established club legend. !

!

The above photograph was taken at the
National Football Museum and was taken to
celebrate Tommy joining Sheffield Wednesday
joining the club 120 years ago. Replica kits from
the 1900 period were specially made, along
with replica football boots, for the photograph
and Jane and Halen are photographed wearing
the 1896 and 1907 winners medals. !

!

The picture to the right shows Tommy holding
the FA Cup on the Crystal Palace pavilion.
Andrew Wilson, club record holder for
appearances and goals, is pictured just behind
in a flat cap.!

!
!!
!

Hopefully one day a publication will exist about
this Wednesday legend too.!

The Men That Made It

!

John Goodall - England Legend
and Centre Forward for the

Goodall signed for Preston North End at the beginning of the
1885–86 season, ultimately scoring 50 goals in 56 games for
the club. He had been a part of the 1888 Cup Final team,
which had lost to West Bromwich Albion but it was the following
year that his fame was assured.!
In that year, the inaugural season of The Football League, the
Preston North End side went undefeated through their League
campaign and won the FA Cup without conceding a goal to
earn the club the nickname "The Invincibles”.!

!

Goodall finished the season as the League’s top scorer with 21
goals in 21 games and went on to be selected to represent the
England national team against the Welsh national team.!
Goodall was capped 14 times, scoring 12 goals. He saw his
last international in 1898 having appeared at inside right,
centre forward, and inside left. One opponent said of him: "his
feet seemed to move in quicksilver”. He would play alongside
Spiksley on 3 occasions for England, the first being Spiklsey’s
debut at Stoke’s Victoria Ground and the last was Goodall’s
last match for England against Wales at Wrexham.!

!

This is a new section of the newsletter, where each month we are
going to introduce our readers to the key footballers that will
feature in Fred Spiksley’s biography. These will be players that
played for other clubs rather than Sheffield Wednesday. The first
of which is one of our all time favourite footballers from the period,
John Goodall. Sometimes known as ‘Hoset John’ or ‘Johnny Allgood’.!

!

He was born of Scottish parents in Westminster, London, but
became an English international footballer. His brother Archie,
who was born in Ireland, was capped for Ireland. As such they
became the first brothers in history to play for different countries.
When he was a child his parents moved to Kilmarnock, where he
first learnt the 'Scottish' passing game playing for Kilmarnock
Burns and Kilmarnock Athletic.
Then he played for Great Lever in
Bolton and was eventually signed
b y P r e s t o n ’s c h a i r m a n a n d
manager, Major William Sudell
who had led the struggle for
professionalism (once stating that
stopping the inevitability of paid
footballers was "like trying to stop
Niagara with a three-legged stool")
and had gathered a group of Scots
together at Preston to form one of
strongest sides in the country.
Sudell gave The Football League
its name and was its first treasurer.!

Goodall left Preston North End for Derby County in 1889 at the
height of his fame. His brother Archie a centre-half, played
alongside John at Derby County.!
He was retained by the Derby club until 1898. It was at Derby
County where the older Goodall became a mentor to Stephen
Bloomer, the best goal scorer of that generation, from the start
of the 1892–93 season. Bloomer allegedly credited Goodall
with his early development and partly as a result of this
combination, the ‘Rams’ came strongly to the fore but were
never quite able to convert their talents into silverware finishing
third in the League twice, runners-up once (in 1895), FA Cup
semi-finalists twice, and runners-up once (in 1898). Goodall did
not feature in the 1899 FA Cup Final as he was by now fading
as a first-time fixture at the Baseball Ground but in 1900–01 he
was taken on by New Brighton Tower, a club based in the
Wirral, that pursued an expensive policy of buying exinternationals in order to strengthen their League status.
However, at the end of Goodall’s first season the owners, citing
financial difficulties, withdrew the club from the League despite
finishing 4th in the Second Division of The Football League.!

!

Goodall, finally, played out his League career in relative
obscurity with Glossop North End, in Derbyshire, in the Second
Division. He married Sarah Rawcliffe from Lancashire in
Glossop and, when his playing career came to an end, moved
with his wife to Hertfordshire in 1903 where he took up a
position as the first player/manager of Watford of the Southern
League for 3/10s/0d a week and stayed in position until May
1910, when he became the groundsman.

!

Goodall pictured with Spiksley in 1894

Goodall signed for Preston NE at
the beginning of the 1885–86
season, ultimately scoring 50 goals
in 56 games for the club.!

!!

English team Vs Scotland 1892. Goodall seated 2nd from the left.

An Observer reporter visited Goodall in May 1903, as he
prepared for the new season and, in part, wrote this:!

!

Goodall played his last football game for Watford on 14
September 1907 at the age of 44 years, 87 days in a Southern
League game against Bradford Park Avenue, becoming the
oldest person ever to have played for Watford.[3] He came back
to football in 1910 with RC Roubaix and retired in 1913 as
player-manager of Mardy.[4] Thereafter, lived out a rather
impecunious existence, tending to an allotment to provide
vegetables for his family and forlornly
walking one of his pet foxes around
the town.!

“Asked as to the prospects in Watford, the new manager saw
no reason why Watford, with its good central position and great
railway facilities, should not be able to turn out a team to
occupy a respectable position on the Southern League ladder.!
The moment we got away from
the subject of Watford you
could hear the rumbling of
curling stones, the swish of
cricket balls, the rippling of
Goodall was the most notable of the
waters "willow-wooed," and
few ‘southerners’ able to break into
the swipes of drivers in the
the new ‘professional’ game and was,
royal and ancient game of
in some ways, responsible for aiding
"gowf". Of Goodall's fishing
the development of the game in the
one need say no more than
South of England. He was a curling
that he is an angler.!
player of some repute, and while at
But John's achievements in
Watford he played five cricket
the roaring game cannot be
matches for Hertfordshire County
passed over. While at Preston
Cricket Club in 1905 and 1906. In
he was the champion curler,
addition, he always maintained a
and once when playing against
rather strange penchant for
the best of Scotia's curlers in
domesticated foxes, walking them on
the championship of Great
the pitch during the interval at
Britain at Southport, he ran out
Deepdale.!
second.!
With reference to the game of
He died in Watford in May 1942 and
golf, Goodall knows all about
is buried at Watford North Cemetery
long drives and good
in an unmarked grave.!
approaches, bunkers, and
other hazards; the secret of
As a star of the Preston North End
keeping your eye on the ball is
‘Invincibles' team John Goodall
his, and the language thereof!
features as a key figure in Mark
Pigeon shooting also claimed
Metcalf’s book ‘The Origins of the
his attention.!
Football League’ which has been
The gentler game of bowling
recently
re-released and available on
Goodall in Watford colours
has attracted him of a
Amazon.!
summer's evening and he can
put a bowl to lie dead on the jack when required. In the cricket
field he has kept wicket for Derbyshire against Yorkshire and
Warwickshire.!
In the new manager, Watford have a man who can be relied
When Tom Brandon of Wednesday headupon at all times to give a good account of himself in any
butted Johnny All-Good.
position.”!

!

!
!

!

Fred Spiklsey writes…

!

!

His impact of his reign at Watford was immediate. The club
broke various records in winning Division Two of the Southern
League in 1903–04. They went through the campaign
undefeated, recording the highest FA Cup victory in the club’s
history (6–0 versus Redhill 31 October 1903) and having both
the highest season (Bertie Banks) (21 goals) and single game
goal scorer in the club’s history (Harry Barton (6 goals v.
Wycombe Wanderers 26 September 1903). During the
1905-06 season Watford and Goodall found themselves in a
relegation battle in the Southern League. Relegation, would
have meant that Watford would have been relegated to the
same division which their reserves played in. Goodall turned to
Fred Spiksley for help, having been impressed by his
performances for Southern United against Watford earlier in
the season, and knowing that Southern United’s financial
troubles had resulted in Spiksley becoming a free agent.
Goodall himself returned to the first team and the pair lead
Watford’s attacking line. Together they successfully steered the
club away from relegation, with Spiksley picking up his last
career hat-trick in a match against Northampton Town.!

!

There was much debate across the media about how the two
veterans were showing up the current crop of players and how
football was lacking the class and ability of the players playing
in the 1890’s.!

!
!“Tom

Brandon (Pictured
top) had a penchant for
using the Head-Butt every
once in a while. When
playing in a game against
Derby County at Olive
Grove I remember him
cutting Johnny Goodall’s
cheek bone right open, and
Archie Goodall
(pictured
below) resenting the
treatment meted out,
running over to defend his
b r o t h e r. I n s t a n t l y J i m
Brandon appeared on the
scene just in time to receive
a beautiful left handed
uppercut to the jaw from
Archie who was instantly
ordered off the field, and
subsequently dealt with.”!

!

An Aston Villa cartoon published only 4 months before Wednesday
would go on and win the biggest prize in football.

Next Month

Reading List

!

First up this month is the
book which Clive discovered
in a 2nd hand book shop
tent at Glastonbury Festival.
‘To the Palace for the Cup’
is a detailed study of all the
football that took place on
the Crystal Palace ground in
Sydenham London. It’s a
great easy read with loads
of photographs and
illustrations. You may be
pushed hard to find a copy,
but abebooks.co.uk should
be able to locate one.!

In our next issue we will
be looking at a Sheffield
Wednesday player who
later saved Barcelona
from extinction during the
Spanish Civil War. As well
as the greatest
goalkeeper of the
Victorian period. This is
not be William Foulke, but
instead Jack Robinson,
pictured here in his
Lincoln City kit.
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interested of intrigued by the
Victorian era of football then
the ‘Goal-Post’ books by
Paul Brown make
fascinating reading. They
are anthologies of Victorian
football writing and really
give a flavour of what it was
like to be involved in the
game at this exciting time.!

!
!

Contact!
www.spiksley.com!
Twitter: @SpiksleyBook!
Mark Metcalf: markcmetcalf@btinternet.com!
Clive Nicholson: clive.nicholson@icloud.com

