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January has been a successful month with good progress being
made on the latter part of Spiksley’s career at Sheffield
Wednesday. This was initially an uncertain time for the club,
having been relegated for the first time and being forced to move
from the much loved Olive Grove ground to a new stadium at
Owlerton, which we now know as Hillsborough. The first three
seasons at Hillsborough have been written, which includes the
2nd Division Championship winning season and the steel city
derby in the FA Cup. This was a rather brutal affair which needed
three matches to decide on a winner (one abandoned due to bad
weather) and left Wednesday with many injuries gained through
reckless challenges that today would have seen red cards. !

!

Work is about to commence on one of the most important
chapters; Where Wednesday are crowned league champions for
the first time in their history. We are really looking forward to this
chapter, as there are some great stories which accompany the
season review. Once this is complete we will have a complete
draft of Spiklsey’s playing days leaving only a few remaining
coaching stories to write as well as Spiklsey’s involvement in Fred
Karno’s Circus.!

!

Mark has also been busy on another project, which may interest
our readers. He is extending his research into Kenny Davenport,
the player Bolton Wanderers player who scored the first ever goal
in the football league. Mark uncovered this after some painstaking
research and this story sits perfectly with Marks discovery five
years ago of Spiksley scoring the fastest ever FA Cup Final goal,
inside twenty-four seconds. Further information on Kenny
Davenport features on page three of this newsletter, and although
this is not Sheffield Wednesday history we know that most of our
followers have a deep interest in football history and although
future newsletters will always have a Wednesday edge to them
there will be other interesting stories which we hope you enjoy.!

!

The photographs to the left appeared as part of a 1928 newspaper
serial aimed at the young footballers of London. Spiksley, aged 58
at the time, aimed to teach them training drills that would develop
a more ‘scientific’ (skilful) approach to the game.!

!

Quote

!

“Fred Spiksley, in my judgment, was unsurpassed both in
poise and balance, and in his ability to work the ball with
both the inside and outside of both feet.”!

!

Herbert Chapman - Manager of Arsenal 1925-34. !
The greatest football manager before WW2.!

Picture of the Week

This superb illustration was kindly forwarded to me a few months ago by Mick Merchant. It was drawn by his
Grandfather, an original Sheffield Wednesday shareholder, to end a dispute over who was the greater player;
Spiksley or a Sheffield United and England outside left called Tunstall. Tunstall was a fine player, winning the
FA Cup and even captaining England against Canada and France.

!!
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!!
!!

Reading List

!

Website Updates:
We have added some extra images, a press and media section as well as
a page which lists all of Spiksley’s footballing achievements as player and
coach. Did you know that Spiksley scored 170 first team goals for
Sheffield Wednesday? Which places him as the clubs 3rd highest
goalscorer of all time across all games played.

Our first recommendation is ‘First
Elevens’ by Andy Mitchell. This was the
book which Clive read over the
Christmas period. It tells the fascinating
story of the unofficial internationals that
preceded the first ever Scotland Vs
England match played in 1872, as well as
documenting the first official game itself.
Andy has done some brilliant research
and the book contains some fascinating
stories about the players that
represented both countries. Charles
Clegg, an important man in Wednesday’s
history gets a good inclusion. !

!
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Hopefully many of you already own our
second recommendation. If not then you
should try and source yourself a copy.
We just got our second! as it is proving
invaluable for all three of us at the
moment. The book contains pen pictures
of every single Sheffield Wednesday
player to represent the club up to 2005.
John and Jason did a stunning job
researching the players for this book
which sits perfectly alongside their more
recent publication; Sheffield Wednesday
- A Complete Record.!

Grave of first ever League goalscorer is
located in Bolton cemetery

!

The grave of Bolton Wanderers’ and
England international footballer,
Kenny Davenport, scorer of the
world’s first ever League goal on 8
September 1888, has been located
in Heaton Cemetery, Bolton.

!

!

On Friday 23 Januar y; Mavis
Callaghan - a sprightly 87-years old
and who is the granddaughter of
Kenny’s brother, James – and author
and football historian, Mark Metcalf
spent the afternoon on what for
much of the time appeared to be a
fruitless search. They examined
many hundreds of headstones in a
section of the Cemetery where
according
to
www.deceasedonline.com the grave
resided.

With darkness fast approaching the pair were just minutes
away from abandoning the search when Mavis rested her arm
on a headstone, Glancing down, Mark screamed, “That’s it.
That’s Kenny’s grave. You’ve got your arm on it.”

!

Half an hour earlier, Mavis had remarked that she had never
previously visited Kenny’s grave but along with her mum she
had once visited her grandmother’s grave in the same
cemetery.

!
!
!
!

“I can recall my mam pointing towards where Kenny’s grave
and I am sure it is over here.”
“How old were you at the time?”
“I was 10.”
76-77 years ago! Mark was a little sceptical but armed with this
‘new information’ it was agreed to continue searching. The
problem was that the not all the headstones which remain
standing (and a good number are now lying on the ground) still

have on them an engraved number and even those that do don’t
run in sequence. That was certainly the case with the Davenport
headstone.

!

The information on www.deceasedonline.com also lists 7 names
in the burial plot, which is by no means extensive. We expected
therefore that the headstone would contain seven names. In the
event it had just the one. It is not known if there ever were more
names on the headstone or not. Has the weather washed away
the names or were no more names added as Kenny was the first
of the seven listed to die?

!

Whatever the answer we do, at least, know the final resting spot
for the man who achieved the unique feat of scoring arguably
the most significant goal ever when he netted for Bolton
Wanderers against Derby County at 3.47 pm on Saturday 8
September 1888, the date of the first League matches in World
Football.

!

Of course, the finding of the grave ‘at the very end’ of an
exhaustive search fits with the pattern by which it finally proved
possible to confirm that Davenport – and not Wolves Gershom
Cox, who put the ball into his own net against Aston Villa on the
same day – scored the first goal.

!

Hundreds of hours were spent by Mark Metcalf and librarian
Robert Boyling trawling through every possible newspaper they
could find for early September 1888. It was vital to find the kick
off time for the Wolves – Villa game. It was only when every
possible avenue appeared to have been exhausted that Robert
found an advertised kick-off time for the game in the Midland
Evening News edition of 7 September. When this confirmed that
the game commenced at 3.30pm - and not the previously
believed 3.00pm - it became clear that Davenport’s goal on
3.47pm was quicker than Cox’s 30th minute mistake on 4.00pm.

!

This text was taken from Mark Metcalf’s blog - Fighting Talk

Spiksley writes about… Tommy Crawshaw

!

“It was during this season (1894-95) that Wednesday signed that
most famous centre half, Tom Crawshaw. He arrived at
Wednesday from Hayward the Lancashire Club that first introduced
Jimmy Crabtree to the game. Tom was to become one of the most
valuable players for the team over a period lasting 14 years. He
seemed to have taken consistency as his motto, and no club ever
had a more loyal and consistent player than Tommy Crawshaw.!
In fact Tommy Crawshaw was to become one of the greatest
players the Wednesday ever had. He missed very few training
sessions and practise matches, and he was one of the hardest
workers I ever came across. He developed rapidly upon joining the
Wednesday Club, and in only his 2nd season won his first
International Cap against Ireland. During the summer he never
stopped his training, and was always preparing himself for some
sprint handicap or other, for after his arrival he was, after myself,
the second fastest runner on Wednesday’s books!
Whilst training in Sheffield one Monday morning in preparation for
our forthcoming game against Bury, [Spiksley had only played 1
game in 21 so far that season and was about to return from a
serious injury] Tom Crawshaw following a discussion on sprinting
offered to race against me for any reasonable amount of money,
offering me 6 yards in the hundred. Now Tom had one very
enthusiastic backer in the shape of poor old Jack Davis who
travelled many, many miles with the team as a sort of honorary
assistant trainer to the team. On the other hand my old mate, Mick
Langley, stepped up as my second, and was just as keen as Jack
to see me take up Tom’s challenge, stating that Tom would never
be able to give me the six yards offered and win. But I knew that
Tom when he was in tip top shape and on his top form could run
the hundred in 12.5 seconds, and whilst, when fully fit, I was the
fastest man in the Club, I was not yet prepared to risk a further
breakdown at this stage of my career, and I declined the invitation
much to Mick’s disgust.”!

!
!

“They always used to cheer me, but now they only jeer me!”!

The crowd loved it and would join in with a reprise and the
laughter and good humour would spread around the ground.!
As a player of his ability, it was no wonder that he was soon
singled out for international honours, and by attaining such
distinction in his initial season with a First Division Football
League Club, probably created a record.!

!

Every football enthusiast will know of Tommy Crawshaw’s
England heroics since winning his first International Cap. Since
making his England debut his collection of caps has been
augmented by a further nine together with numerous InterLeague honours besides. !

!

He has been the outstanding figure among centre halves for over
a dozen seasons and when he definitely decides to retire from
the game Sheffielders will greatly regret the absence of this
commanding figure, and find it difficult to fill his place. So great is
my esteem for Tommy Crawshaw, that I find it impossible to
express in words the admiration that I hold for him.!

!

As a centre half, he has had no superior, and insofar as heading
a football is concerned I have never seen his equal. Considering
that this is his fourteenth season with Wednesday, during which
time he has been continuously at work, and is still one of the
countries leading centre halves, I look upon this as a
performance that few will ever equal.”!

“Tommy Crawshaw was a brilliant footballer and a fine
International, but if he had a weakness it was that he couldn’t
shoot to save his life. Invariably if ever he took a pot shot at
goal it would always go wide, and the crowd were quick to
make fun of him. Tommy was always a good humoured fellow,
and would retain the support of the spectators, by singing a
line or two from a popular song of the day:!

!
!

Contact!
www.spiksley.com!
Twitter: @SpiksleyBook!
Mark Metcalf: markcmetcalf@btinternet.com!
Clive Nicholson: clive.nicholson@icloud.com

