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Introduction

Why bother examining who scored England's fifth 
goal in an International match played against 
Scotland in 1893? Particularly as all the record 
books state it was Reynolds of Aston Villa and 
the game took place well over a century ago.

The answer is that the evidence that is 
assembled within these pages supports what 
was conventionally accepted wisdom for many 
decades that the scorer of the fifth goal was Fred 
Spiksley of Sheffield Wednesday. Again many 
people might ask so what? 

It matters because Spiksley, playing in his 
second International, had scored England's third 
and fourth goals in the 5-2 success. If he is 
recognised as scoring the fifth goal then it means 
he will have equalled his achievement in his 
opening International of scoring a hat trick for his 
country.  It would mean that he would officially 
become the first Englishman to have scored 
three goals in a game against Scotland, a feat 
achieved only twice since.

The name of the scorer of England's fifth goal on 
1 April 1893 does therefore matter and that is why 
this extensive document, backed up by hours of research, has been assembled by Mark 
Metcalf and Clive Nicholson, along with support from Robert Boyling from the British 
Library.

Mark and Robert are well known for their 2013 discovery which ended the 125 year mystery 
of who scored the very first League goal, the answer of which was Kenny Davenport of 
Bolton Wanderers on Saturday 8th September 1888. Mark is the most published author of 
pre-WW1 football books and has joined forces with Clive and Ralph Nicholson to write the 
biography of Clive’s Great Great Uncle, Fred Spiksley, which is due for release in 2016. 

It is therefore of great importance to review England’s fifth goal in 1893, in order that Mark 
and Clive can discuss Fred Spiksley’s unique achievement appropriately within their text.
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Document Overview 

Contained within this document is a collection of evidence that supports Spiksley’s own claims of scoring a 
hat-trick against Scotland in the 1893 Home International match at Richmond Athletics Ground. 

With official records only crediting Spiksley with two of England’s five goals it is the final goal of the game 
that has been wrongly credited to Reynolds. In order to prove this we have researched many different 
sources and studied the goal from multiple perspectives to try and validate the hat-trick, including trying to 
explain why the match reports are consistently wrong.

We have split the evidence into nine key areas:

Details of the Match

Here we provide a typical match report of the game, which is similar to the sources used by researchers to 
create the official records.

Eye Witness Accounts

In this section we provide eye witness accounts from people who attended the match. There are four 
independent witnesses who all describe Spiksley as having scored a hat-trick. One of which receives  
verification from the match referee and England’s outside-right in the match, Billy Bassett. 

Fred Spiksley’s Hat-Trick Claim

Fred Spiksley provides three written accounts of him scoring a hat-trick and a conversation between Robert 
Alaway and Spiksley about the hat-trick is recorded in Alaway’s 1948 book ‘Football Around the World’.

Spiksley’s Reward

In recognition of achieving the first hat-trick to be scored against Scotland Fred Spiksley was awarded a gold 
chain by the Football Association. In this section we discuss the chain and show evidence of it’s existence.

Why Are The Match Reports Incorrect?

In this section we provide compelling evidence that, due to poor arrangements for the journalists on the day, 
those who wrote the match reports had very poor visibility of the game. Importantly, by the time the final goal 
was scored, the game was described as ‘hardly possible to follow’.

Contemporary Evidence

With the match reports almost unanimously crediting Reynolds with the goal it was important to find evidence 
of the hat-trick being common knowledge in the 1890’s. Here we provide evidence from that period which 
show that, although the hat-trick may not have featured in the papers in the days after the game, that 
Spiksley’s achievement was known about and an ‘accepted fact’.

Other Evidence

This is a collection of other evidence that has appeared over the years which does not fit into any other of 
the above sections.

Evidence that Reynolds scored England’s Fifth Goal

It was important to try and discover if there was any other evidence that suggested that Reynolds had indeed 
scored the final goal of the game. Here we discuss our findings from this particular angle of research.



Details of The Match



Source 1: The Athletic News
Date:  3rd April 1893

Details of the match

This is the match report for the 1893 
England Vs Scotland international that 
featured in the Athletic News.

Highlighted in yellow are all five of 
England’s goals and who the paper 
credits them to. The goal that we believe 
that Spiksley scored, but has not been 
credited is England’s last goal, which is 
credited here to John Reynolds of Aston 
Villa.

During the 1890’s it was only the match 
score that was important for the record 
books. Believing the game to be a team 
game the victorians did not keep official 
records of goal scorers.

When researching into how the records 
of the goalscorer were created for the 
1890’s we discovered that at some point 
in the 1950’s (or later) football historians 
had to refer back to original math reports 
to ob ta in goa lscorer f rom ear ly 
internationals and would choose to base 
their records on either The Times or The 
Athletic News. Hence why we felt it 
important to provide this source here at 
he start of the document.

It is not necessary to to reprint other 
match reports of the game. We have 
read approximately 40 different reports 
and all credit Reynolds with England’s 
fifth, bar the occasional report. None 
credit Spiksley, which is obviously a 
problem, but as a starting point it 
explains why Spiksley’s hat-trick remains 
uncredited.

The Athletic News does however offer a 
clue into the reasons why the reporters at 
the game have got the goalscorer wrong. 
Highlighted in blue, from a section 
appearing on the front page of the paper, 
is evidence that the reporter from The 
Athletic News had a hard time seeing the 
action that was taking place. There are 
many sources that say detail this and we 
will return to them in section 5.

A final point of note is that the match 
report was written by a reporter using 
the alias ‘The Free Critic’. One of our 
key eyewitnesses to Spiksley’s hat-
trick is J. A. H. Catton, who became 
the editor of the Athletic News in 
1895. Patton used the alias ‘Tityrus’ 
and therefore he has not written this 
match report.



Eye Witness Accounts



Eye Witness 1: Sir Frederick Wall - Secretary of the FA 1895-1934

Sir Frederick Wall’s credentials as a top eyewitness 
need little introduction. He held the post of Secretary 
of the Football Association from 1895 to 1934, and 
prior to this he had founded the Royal Engineers in 
1863 and was one of football’s most influential 
figures throughout the time Fred Spiksley was a 
professional footballer. He was present at the 1893 
Richmond international and would have certainly 
occupied one of the best seats in the ground, giving 
him a perfect view of the game and a considerably 
better view than any of the journalists reporting on 
the game.

Wall’s 1935 book, ‘Fifty Years of Football’, is 
considered a classic football history book. Within it’s 
pages he dedicates four pages to the 1893 match 
and goes to great lengths to describe Spiksley’s hat-
trick and his skill as a footballer. 

Wall and Spiksley were not friends and were indeed 
polar opposites in terms of their backgrounds. 
Frederick Wall certainly had no motive to fabricate a 
hat-trick for Spiksley. Indeed his unquestioned 
integrity and authoritative position within football 
during the 1890’s and beyond means that he is a 
very reliable source. Other details within his 50 
year’s of football book where he was also 
eyewitness all appear accurate when checked, so 
why would he get this one fact wrong?

Wall’s account of Spiksley’s hat-trick is well known 
about, by football historians, but has been previously 
disregarded. This is because the match reports do 
not support it and with little  supporting evidence 
historians have assumed that Wall remembered it 
wrong. After all, it’s perfectly forgivable if Wall had 
got one goal wrong forty years after witnessing it.

H o w e v e r, w h e n 
placed alongside 
the evidence that 
we have collected 
over a number of 
years it is clear that 
a l l e y e w i t n e s s 
accounts o f the 
m a t c h s u p p o r t 
Freder ick Wal l ’s 
version of events. 
T h e s e a r e 
presented over the 
following pages and 
prove that Wall has 
not got this wrong 
and that we should 
in fact be listening 
to one of the most 
senior people in the game at the time.

Further to this, Wall also spotted the mistake in 
official records for this match and describes how

the records for this match are incorrect. In 1935 
he writes how he decided to look back through 
the arch ives and record books when 
reminiscing about the match. The fact that he 
questions the records rather than himself also 
shows how confident he is about his memory 
and that he did see Spiksley’s hat-trick. 

The Richmond international was by all accounts 
one of the most memorable internationals of the 
1890’s. This was due to a combination of 
factors; The unique location of the match, the 
weather, the Royal Family being present, the 
sensational pace of the match and Spiksley’s 
hat-trick. There is little doubt that this match 
was so engrained into the memories of those 
present that it would be very unusual for all of 
our eyewitnesses to independently recall 
Spiksley’s hat-trick if it had not happened. As a 
football supporter I am sure you can relate to 
the fact that there are just some things that we 
see on a football field that we will simply never 
forget, and in particular in big matches such as 
cup finals and internationals. The way that 
Frederick Wall describes the events at 
Richmond, one would believe that this was one 
such match for him.

Wall’s account of the Richmond international is 
presented over the following pages. these have 
been scanned directly from the Soccer Books 
reprint of 50 Years of Football. It is worth 
pointing out that Frederick Wall was not present 
to see Spiksley’s hat-trick on debut against 
Wales in 1893 and therefore, ironically, this is 
an error that he did make within his book.



Source 2:  50 Years of Football by Sir Frederick Wall
Date: 1935 (Republished by Soccer Books 2006)



Source 2:  50 Years of Football by Sir Frederick Wall
Date: 1935 (Republished by Soccer Books 2006)



Source 2:  50 Years of Football by Sir Frederick Wall
Date: 1935 (Republished by Soccer Books 2006)



Source 2:  50 Years of Football by Sir Frederick Wall
Date: 1935 (Republished by Soccer Books 2006)



Eye Witness 2: J.A.H Catton (Tityrus) - Editor of the Athletic News in the 1890’s.

Jimmy Catton is an eyewitness to Fred Spiklsey’s 
hat-trick. Combined with Sir Frederick Wall’s 
account we have two of footballs major personalities 
providing eyewitness accounts of Spiksley’s feat. 

Catton deserves to be considered the most reliable 
witness at the Richmond Athletic Ground 1893. He 
was famous for his impartiality, as stated in Source 4 
by Paul Brown in his book The Victorian Football 
Miscellany. 

Like Frederick Wall, Catton had no friendship with 
Spiksley and had no reason to break away from his 
usual high standards of accuracy and integrity. It is 
likely that Catton was sat in a privileged seat in the 
ground, such was his importance. It is therefore 
likely that he had a much better view of the game 
than other journalists in the ground, explaining why 
he may be the only journalist to have seen 
Spiksley’s third goal. 

Even if he was stood with the other journalists, his 
account must surely be considered the most reliable 
and important and therefore supersede all others.

In his book ‘Wickets and Goals’, published in 1926, 
Catton credits Spiksley with the last three goals, 
scored in the space of ten second half minutes. He 
also describes the kind of player that Spiksley was. 
Scans from the 2006 reprint of the book follow this 
page.

“JAH ‘Jimmy’ Catton, better known to his readers as ‘Tityrus', was the most important and influential 
football journalist of the Victorian and Edwardian eras.

Born in 1860, Jimmy Catton began his career as a teenager at the Preston Herald. His rise to prominence 
coincided with that of Preston North End – a club with which he was enthusiastically involved.

At only 4ft 10in tall, Catton was no footballer, but he had an informed and passionate eye for the game. He 
began to submit match reports to the Manchester-based Athletic News, and became a full-time reporter for 
the paper. Within a few years, he was appointed editor.

With Catton onboard, the Athletic News became the most popular football paper in the country. Catton was 
a pioneer of ‘new journalism’, injecting opinion and colour into football coverage.

Although he had a strong reputation for impartiality, Catton retained an affection for Preston. In 1897, as 
Aston Villa celebrated winning the double, Catton ‘rashly remarked’ that it was a shame his beloved 
Preston had been deprived of their unique double-winning record.

‘The Villa players naturally objected to this observation,’ remembered Catton. ‘The discussion became 
heated and even reached the stage of a threat to drop me out of the window. The “Villains” relented and 
repented when they looked me up and down and considered my miniature proportions in relation to my 
daring.’

Catton died in 1936, aged 76. 'Journalism has lost its greatest little man,' said one obituary. His extensive 
library of football and cricket books, considered 'the 
finest in Great Britain', was sold for the benefit of the 
Newspaper Press Fund and a girls' orphanage.”

“Jimmy was a little tubby fellow, not five 
feet in height. He was, however, the 
greatest writer of his day, knowledgeable, 
benevolent and respected by all the 
soccer authorities.”

Source 3: A lifetime in football by Charles Buchan
Date: 1955

Source 4: The Victorian Football Miscellany by Paul Brown
Date: 2013

http://www.victorianfootball.co.uk/miscellany
http://www.victorianfootball.co.uk/miscellany


Source 5:  Wickets and Goals by J.A.H Catton
Date: 1926 (Republished by Soccer Books 2006)



Source 5:  Wickets and Goals by J.A.H Catton
Date: 1926 (Republished by Soccer Books 2006)



Eye Witness 3: Robert Alaway - Founder of the Middlesex Wanderers

Bob Alaway was an Eton schoolboy when he 
witnessed Spiksley’s hat-trick against Scotland and 
he remembers it in his 1948 book.

After witnessing Spiklsey’s hat-trick, Alaway went on 
to become an influential figure in football within the 
Richmond area. He was a member and player of 
Richmond Town Association and Richmond Town 
Wanderers. He then founded the Middlesex 
Wanderers Athletic Football Club, who went on to 
and continue to have have a rich history in touring 
the world.

Alaway retells his experiences of traveling the world 
with the Middlesex Wanderers in his book Football 
All Round The World, published the year Spiksley 
died. 

Of all the experiences that Alaway had, he decided 
to start his book by discussing the game which had 
the biggest impact on his life - The 1893 Richmond 
international.

He says that:

“My introduction to association football was with 
Royalty; or rather, to be strictly accurate and 
respectful, it was in the company of royalty that I 
saw my first game - an international on the hallowed 
Richmond Athletic Ground between England and 
their historic foes, the scots. I shall never forget it.

Since then I have seen thousands of football 
matches in all parts of the world, graced by kings, 
emperor, princes, presidents and of course millions 
of the common kind. But an imperishable memory 
is that glorious spring afternoon of 1893 beneath 
the quiet trees beside the gentle flowing Thames.” 

Later in the text Alaway discusses how, in 1928, he 
met Spiklsey in 1928 in Lausanne and discussed the 
hat-trick and match in great detail. It appears to be 
Alaway that tells Spiksley that he witnessed the hat-
trick, rather than Spiksley initiating the discussion. 

On it’s own this source may be less reliable due to 
Alaway being a teenager in 1893. However, with all 
supporting evidence, the clear conviction of 
Alaway’s account and Spiksley’s validation make 
this a compelling source.

Again, we see no reason why Alaway would 
fabricate the hat-trick. The game itself would have 
been memorable enough and it was not until 1928 
that he would meet Spiksley in person.

Scans from Alaway’s book, Football All Round The 
World are presented over the next two pages.

Alaway pictured in a 1901 Richmond Old Boys 
team photograph.

Cover of Alaway’s 1948 book about Middlesex 
Wanderers AFC.



Source 6: Football All Round The World
Date: 1948



Source 6: Football All Round The World
Date: 1948



Eye Witness 4: J. A. Brierley (Perseus) of the Lancashire Evening Post

Source 7: Lancashire Evening Post
Date: 12th April 1920

Source 8: Lancashire Evening Post
Date: 25th January 1941

J. A. Brierley was a highly respected sports journalist 
who worked for the Lancashire Evening Post from late 
1898 through to the early 1940’s. He also co-authored 
the Story of the football League 1888-1938, which has 
become a collectors item.

Brierley wrote under the alias of Perseus after joining 
the Lancashire Evening Post from The Sheffield 
Telegraph. During his career, of over 40 years, at the 
Evening Post Brierley established himself as their 
leading sports writer for both football and Cricket. 
Source 3 demonstrates the high regard to which he 
was held by readers across the UK.

It is clear from Source 8 that after discussing the 
match with the match referee and one of England’s 
most capped players of the period, Brierley continued 
to retell the story of the Richmond hat-trick, right up to 
1941. It would be fair to assume that John Charles 
Clegg and Billy Bassett would have corrected him had 
the hat-trick never happened, and being such a highly 
respected journalist Brierly would almost certainly not 
continued to discuss the Spiksley’s feat in the way 
that he does here if he was not confident in it.

Source 9: Sheffield Daily Telegraph
Date: 27th October 1902



Source 12: Lancashire Evening Post
Date: 22nd September 1900

Source 11: Lancashire Evening Post
Date: 9th December 1899

How well did J. A. Brierley know Spiksley?

Source 10 shows that Brierley was very familiar 
with Fred Spiksley and even shared the same 
employer for a period of time, both working for 
the Sheffield Telegraph. It is unlikely they knew 
each other well as Spiksley was a compositor 
and Brierley an up and coming sports writer, 
however, source 10 Shows how well Brierley was 
knew Spiksley. Working for the same employer as 
Spiksley (Spiksley was a compositor for the 
Sheffield Telegraph 1891-1893) Brierley would 
have known Spiksley more that almost anyone 
else at Richmond that day. 

Even if their paths would not have crossed many 
times at the Sheffield Telegraph, due to their 
different jobs, Brierley as a Sheffield sports writer 
would have watch Spiksley play many times 
during this period. There would have been no 
better person in the ground to have correctly 
identified the England’s fifth goalscorer. 

The Sheffield link and Brierley’s observation of 
the hat-trick clearly made Spiksley one of his 
favourite players of the period. He also witnessed 
some of Spiksley’s greatest ever performances. 
Along with the 1893 international he also 
witnessed the FA Cup semi-final and final games 
of 1896 where Spiksley stole the show.

Source 12 shows that even prior to his 1898 
appointment at the Lancashire Evening Post, 
Brierley was attending high profile football 
matches, we can be sure that he was a very 
knowledgable individual about the game by the 
mid 1890’s and would not have been a person to 
get his facts wrong regarding such an important 
event. Sources 7 and 8 show that he treats the 
hat-trick as an accepted fact, unaware that it has 
not been officially recorded.

Brierley talks about Spiksley numerous times 
over the years, but it is not necessary to include 
any more here.

Source 10: Lancashire Evening Post
Date: 12th November 1938

Eye Witness 4: J. A. Brierley (Perseus) of the Lancashire Evening Post



Fred Spiksley’s Hat-Trick Claim



Spiksley own accounts of the hat trick

Fred Spiksley often wrote articles for newspapers to earn 
extra money after retiring as a player. He was an intelligent 
man who once was offended when someone suggested that 
someone should write a biography about him, responding by 
saying that he was more than capable of doing it himself.

He many articles about his footballing achievements, as well 
as other footballing matters. Obviously the stories that the 
papers were most interested in were his FA Cup and England 
exploits and therefore he probably wrote about his hat-trick 
against Scotland many times, and so far we have only 
discovered three of these

These three articles date from 1907, 1920 and 1933 and  
back up all of our eyewitness accounts. He also met our third 
witness Robert Alaway, and discussed the game and hat-
trick in great detail with him, taking us up to four separate 
occasions where Spiksley is claiming the goals.

Could Spiksley’s memory be wrong?

There was a period of time where we researched into the possibility that Spiksley scored England’s 
second goal rather than the last goal. This goal is credited to Cotterill, but some of the newspaper 
reports credit Holt and we thought that maybe this was the goal we should be looking at. However, 
it is clear from Spiksley’s 1933 article in The Sunday Express (Source 21) that he also credits 
Cotterill with the goal and in a sense confirms to us that his memory of the game and the goal 
scorers is sound and reliable.

Spiksley’s excellent memory is further 
evidenced by the fact that he also consistently 
claims that he scored a hat-trick on debut 
against Wales. A fact that has also been long 
disputed and not officially recognised. But 
recent research has uncovered numerous 
reports of that hat-trick, which far outnumber 
reports of the goal being scored by Schofield 
of Stoke (As illustrated in the newspaper article 
to the right). With the Wales hat trick now 
officially recognised there seems to be a nice 
parallel between both occasions. The fact that 
he claimed the Wales hat-trick and has been 
proven correct now opens up the possibility 
that his claim of the Scottish hat trick is also 
true. Why would he claim both if only one 
happened?

When comparing the 90,000+ words by Fred Spiksley from 1907 and 1920 against official record 
books we have found hardly a single error in his memory. Where this has happened the errors tend 
to be very very minor, such as getting the month a particular match took place wrong or forgetting 
that he scored a penalty in a minor league match for Leeds City.

Source 13:  Derby Daily Telegraph
Date: 14th March 1893



In 1899 the journalist known as Abaris wrote in 
the Lancashire Evening News (Source 14) that:

“Out of play, he (Spiksley) is an extremely 
agreeable, gentlemanly fellow, with presence 
and address that make him a credit to football.” 

Many others have written similarly favourable 
comments about Spiksley. This suggests that he 
was not of the character to make up false claims 
about such an important statistic. There was 
really no need for Spiksley to fabricate any 
football achievements, after scoring a hat-trick 
on debut for England, scoring his sides two 
winning goals in an FA Cup Final and winning 
the League Championship he had achieved 
every honour a player in the 1890’s could 
achieve. If he had only scored two against 
Scotland then surely this would almost certainly 
have been enough to content him.

The move for the 5th Goal

In Spiksley’s 1920 articles for Thomson’s 
Weekly (source 19) he describes how the fifth 
goal was scored. His description of:

“… the third I scored following good combination 
play between myself and Edgar Chadwick, 
where we played a quick one two to set me 
clear through on goal to score.”

is identical to how most newspapers (sources 
14-19) reported the goal being scored, with the 
exception that the move was finished by 
Reynolds instead of Spiksley. Not only does this 
mean that Spiksley is not fabricating a fictional 
account of how the goal was scored, but it also 
means that the newspaper reporters are 
placing Spiksley in the right place on the 
field to be able to score the goal at this 
moment in time. Could it be that Spiksley 
put in the rebound (from his original shot) 
himself rather than Reynolds? This is a 
distinct possibility when you bear in mind 
that the visibility for the journalists was at 
it’s worst when this goal was scored, a 
point I will return to.

Sources 14-17 are just three examples of 
where the build up to the fifth goal mirrors 
the description that Spikily provides in 
1933. There are others that could have 
been used.

Source 14:  Lancashire Evening Post
Date: 1st October 1898

Source 15:  Leeds Mercury
Date: 3rd April 1893

Source 16:  Birmingham Daily Post
Date: 3rd April 1893

Source 17:  Dundee Courier
Date: 3rd April 1893



Fred Spiksley’s own accounts of his hat trick

To date we have discovered three accounts that Fred Spiksley has 
written about his hat-trick against Scotland, which are presented 
below. Alongside these we have included Robert Alaway’s account 
of when he met Spiksley in 1928 and initiated a conversation 
about witnessing the hat-trick. Spiksley did not correct him about 
this and therefore we conclude that this as a forth occasion that he 
evidenced the accomplishment.

We would anticipate that there are more written accounts by 
Spiksley of the hat-trick, which we have been unable to locate at 
this time. Spiksley was always known within the Spiksley family as 
the first man who scored a hat-trick against Scotland, so one 
would assume that he regularly maintained his claim.

The four accessions we have discovered were made in 1907, 
1920, 1928 and 1933. These are well spaced out, showing that 
Spiklsey always maintained that he achieved the hat trick and it 
was not a one off attempt or concentrated space of time.

Please note that the Thomson’s Weekly Newspaper volume from 1920 (Source 19) at the British Newspaper 
library was in such a fragile condition that reproduction was not allowed and thus had to dictate and type up 
the articles and therefore although the extract below is a direct quote from Spiksley we cannot present you 
with a scan from the original paper.

Introduction to Thomson’s Weekly articles:

Lincolnshire born and bred, at 17 years of age Fred Spiksley was playing 
football  for Gainsborough Trinity,  his hometown club. At 21 he was a 
playing member of the famous Wednesday Football Club. He was capped 
7 times for England and his electrifying performance against Scotland in 
the Richmond match of 1893 when he became the first Englishman to 
score a Hat Trick against Scotland still remains one of the most glorious 
events in Football History. 

From the main body of Spiksley’s text:

Then the game changed completely, and in a ten minute spell England 
were suddenly leading by 5 goals to 2, and in those 10 minutes I had 
scored the hat trick. The first two goals I scored from Billy Basset centres, 
and the third I scored following good combination play between myself 
and Edgar Chadwick, where we played a quick one two to set me clear 
through on goal to score.

Our present queen was sitting in the stand on my side of the ground and 
this sudden change in England’s fortunes seemed to get her very excited, 
for she was seen running along the touchline waving a white handkerchief 
in my direction and cheering with the crowd.

Scoring yet again England won the International by 5 goals to 2 and my 
reputation was made for many years to come. I still hold the record of 
being the first and only Englishman to score a Hat Trick for England 
against Scotland.

My International Hat Trick followed on from the 3 goals that I scored 
against Derby County in the 1st Round of the English Cup and the 3 goals 
in my International debut versus Wales. All in all I scored 5 Hat Tricks 
that season [1892 – 1893] and I was therefore starting to get a reputation 
as a ‘Dead Shot’.

Source 18: Fred Spiksley’s Reminiscences - ‘The Green-
Un’ Sports Paper (Sheffield Telegraph).

Date: 30th November 1907

Source 19: Twenty Years of Professional Football by Fred Spiksley - 
Thomson’s Weekly

Date: 1920



Source 21: The Sunday Express
Date: 19th March 1933

Source 20:  Football All Round The World by Robert Alaway
Date: Published 1948 

Robert Alaway (Source 20), who was in the 
crowd in 1893 (eye witness 3), met Spiksley 
in Lausanne whilst on tour with the Middlesex 
Wanderers. He confirms that Spiksley’s 
memory of the Richmond international was 
extraordinary and that he was left in ore at 
Spiksley’s ability to recount the events that 
took place.

Source 21 provides Spiksley’s most detailed 
account of the goals he scored against 
Scotland, which formed part of an article 
entirely about the 1893 match.



The Significance of Spiksley 1907 articles in the Green-Un

The earliest evidence we have uncovered of Fred Spiksley laying claim to the hat-trick against 
Scotland appears in 1907. Although this is 14 years after the event the date is a very significant 
one.This is because every single player of the England team that represented England in 1893 and 
the match referee, Charles Clegg, was still alive. It does not make sense for Spiksley to make such 
a bold claim (if it were not true) when every single player on the pitch and referee are still alive to 
dispute it. 

The 1907 claim appeared in the Sheffield ‘Green-Un’ sports special, which was part of the 
Sheffield Telegraph. Charles Clegg lived in Sheffield his entire life and would have almost certainly 
read or heard about Spiksley’s claim. Surely Spiksley would not have embellished and twisted 
history, knowing that Clegg could have potentially embarrassed him. 

Further to this, Spiksley’s life story and footballing achievements were good enough already 
without claiming this record. If he had only scored two goals in the match, this would have still been 
a great achievement and it would be odd for him to make up the story of the hat-trick had it not 
happened.

Although Spiksley’s articles in 1920 and 1933 also claim the hat trick, the 1907 articles are more 
important because they were written when John Reynolds was still alive. If the 1907 articles did not 
exist, then one could argue that Spiksley waited for Reynolds death, in 1917, before claiming the 
goal for himself. The Green-Un articles evidence that Spiksley was claiming the goal even at a time 
when Reynolds could come back and dispute it.

Date of death for all England players and the Referee from the 1893 Richmond international.

Leslie Gay 1st November 1949
Robert Holmes 16th November 1955
Hugh Harrison 15th August 1943
John Reynolds 12th March 1917
John Holt 1937
George Kinsey 13th November 1936
Billy Bassett 8th April 1937
Edgar Chadwick 14th February 1942
Robert Gosling 8th April 1922
Fred Spiksley 28th July 1948

Charles Clegg 26th June 1937



Fred Spiksley’s Reward from the FA



Spiksley’s Reward from the FA

In 1990, aged 9, I (Clive 
Nicholson) was shown two 
of Fred Spiksley’s medals, 
which at the time remained 
in the Spiksley family. 
Although not much was 
k n o w n a b o u t F r e d 
S p i k s l e y ’ s f o o t b a l l 
achievements, there were 
two things that I was told 
that day.

The first was that he had 
won the FA Cup and the 
second was that he was the 
first player to score a hat-
trick against Scotland for 
England. 

Joyce Spicksley, who is now 89 years old and still 
resides in Gainsborough, knew Fred Spiksley. She 
has always maintained that within the Spicksley/
Spiksley family and across the town of Gainsborough 
it was a well well known fact that Fred scored the hat-
trick and everyone was proud of it.

Joyce’s spelling of Spicksley is different due to a well 
told tail about Fred Spiksley’s father who was illiterate 
in the 1870’s and inadvertently registered all his 
children with different surnames. (See source 23) 

When I researched into the hat-trick I discovered that 
in the record books Spiksley had only scored two 
goals. When I pointed this out I was told that the story 
must be true because the FA had presented Fred 
Spiksley with a gold chain (for a pocket watch) that 
contained a small engraved plate stating that he was 
awarded it for scoring the hat-trick against Scotland. 
Obviously we tried to locate the chain but were soon 
told that it had been stolen in a burglary in the 1970’s. 

Undeterred we thought that it would be evidenced in 
the 1893 FA Minutes book. But the FA do not have the 
these records and neither do the Football Museum in 
Manchester.

However, in the late 1990’s, when researching the 
history of the town of Gainsborough, to understand 
what it was like for Fred Spiksley to have lived there, 
we came across a centenary issue of the 
Gainsborough News from 1955. In this issue the paper 
decided to reflect on some of Gainsborough Trinity’s 
best players and of course Fred Spiksley features. 
The paper visited the nephew of Spiksley who had 
some of Fred’s medals and memorabilia. Sure 
enough, recorded within the article the journalist 
describes seeing the very chain that we have been 
trying to find evidence of (source 22).

Written by Clive Nicholson

Source 22: Centenary Issue of The Gainsborough News
Date: 13th May 1955

Source 23: The Gainsborough News
Date: 30th July 1943



Why are the match reports wrong?



From the evidence we have gathered from many match reports this is as accurate a diagram as possible of 
the ground and arrangements at Richmond on 1st April 1893. The Duke and Duchess of Teck, who lived in 
White Lodge in Richmond Park, decided that they would attend the game and only gave the Football 
Association 24 hours notice.

With the grandstand and pavilion sold out in advance the FA decided to erect a marquee for the Royal guests 
in front of the pavilion where the press were to have been accommodated. The press were moved further 
down the touchline next to the Royal marquee. Although a little further away from one end of the pitch the 
journalists should have still had an uninterrupted view of the game and were provided with tables and chairs to 
sit and watch the game from and take their notes.

However, on the day of the match a crowd of nearly 20,000 turned up. This was 8 to 10,000 more than 
expected. The recent encounters in England in 1889 and 1891 at The Oval and Ewood Park respectively had 
only achieved crowds of 10,000. Underprepared the FA ended up having no choice but to allow the crowd to 
encroach closer towards the pitch. A section of the crowd was allowed to gather in front of the Press Area 
(shown by the red lines in the diagram). In order for the journalists to see the game they had to see through a 
crowd of supporters that was reported as being six to eight rows deep. To make things worse the ground along 
that side of the pitch was perfectly flat, so the journalists had no elevation. The journalists could have been up 
to 80 meters away from the action for the fifth goal and their view was severely compromised at this time. It is 
therefore conceivable that the did make an error or at the very least there is doubt over how accurate the 
reporting of the goal is.

Richmond Athletic Ground on 1st April 1893

The Grand Stand and 
Pavilion ran 
alongside the side of 
the Richmond pitch. 
There may have also 
been some standing 
accommodation in 
front of the Grand 
Stand.

Royal Marquee, 
erected at short 
notice, in front of the 
Pavilion, the location 
that the press were 
originally due to 
occupy

Eventual location of 
the Press.

Crowd overspill in front 
of the Press Area, 
obstruction the view of 
those whose match 
reports have been 
used to establish 
official records.

We believe that 
the far end of 
the ground had 
some elevation 
and this was 
probably the 
best location to 
see the game if 
you were part of 
the main crowd.

Rough location 
from where the 
fifth goal was 
scored.

There may have 
been some 
elevation along 
this side of the 
pitch, but we are 
unsure of this. 
There was little 
elevation behind 
the goal at this 
end of the pitch. 
A large number 
of the crowd 
probably did not 
see the game.

< 80 Meters



Contemporary match reports, Spiksley’s 1933 account and this 1893 illustration (above) of the 
game are consistent in suggesting that the fifth goal was scored at the far end, away from the 
journalists.  The illustration is titled ‘England score another’ confirming that it was scored in the 
second half, along with the fifth and all important goal. This means that the journalists could have 
been anything up to 80 meters away from the action. A journalist for the Dundee Courier described 
the game as being almost impossible to see just before the fifth goal went in. Therefore there is a 
high possibility that the journalists have not been able to correctly identify the goalscorer.

But why are all the reports so consistent?

Those of us that attend football matches will be familiar with seeing a goal being scored and not 
being sure of the identity of the goalscorer. Even in the modern day game with numbers and 
names on the back of players shirts and the familiarity that we have with today’s players, due to 
television and other visual media, it can still be difficult with some goals. In the moments 
immediately after the goal we will usually ask the person next to us if they know who scored or just 
wait for the announcer to tell us. 

In 1893 it would have been very different; with an unclear view of the action and no announcer to 
tell them, it is conceivable that the journalists relied upon each other to try and decide who had 
scored the goal. Did the journalists agree by a common consensus? Deciding that it had been 
Reynolds rather than Spiksley. This is possible and therefore provides a reason why they have all 
got it wrong together. Both Reynolds and Spiksley were short footballers with only two inches 
between them (Reynolds was 5ft 4in tall compared to Spiksley's 5ft 6in), with up to 80 meters in 
distance away from the journalists and with their backs turned it would have been difficult to 
identify the players even with a clear view of the game. 

Although the match reports seem consistent, there are a number of errors in reporting who scored 
the goals in the game. This is not uncommon for match reports of the time, but does continue to 
build a picture of a match that was difficult for the journalists to report on accurately. An example of 
this can be seen in the Glasgow Herald’s match report - source 36.

Disproving the Match Reports

Source 24 : The Daily Graphic
Date: 3rd April 1893



Visibility from the Press Area.

The Dundee Courier’s match report is a 
very important source within this 
document. This is because within the 
match report itself, the journalist 
describes how just prior to the fifth goal;

“It was hardly possible to follow the 
game with any accuracy owing to the 
crowd.”

Meaning that when Spiksley’s hat-trick 
goal was scored the visibility of the 
game for the journalists was at it’s 
worst.

Should we therefore trust what the 
journalists have written ahead of 
eyewitnesses of the calibre of Wall and 
Catton, when they are themselves are 
saying that they could not follow the 
game accurately at this specific point?

The chances of an error taking place 
were clearly very high. 

The Manchester Courier (Source 33) 
comments; 

“the officials had been notified a 
fortnight ago that about 80 reporters 
would be present from all parts of the 
country, seats for only about half this 

Source 25: Dundee Courier
Date: 3rd April 1893

Source 27: Derby Daily Telegraph
Date: 3rd April 1893

Source 26: Birmingham Daily Post
Date: 3rd April 1893

Source 28: Aberdeen Journal
Date: 3rd April 1893



Source 29: Sheffield Independent
Date: 3rd April 1893

Source 30: Sheffield Telegraph
Date: 3rd April 1893

Visibility from the Press Area (Continued)

Source 31: Morning Post
Date: 3rd April 1893

Source 32: Edinburgh Evening News
Date: 3rd April 1893

Source 33: Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser
Date: 3rd April 1893 Source 34: Nottingham Evening Post

Date: 1st April 1893



Visibility from the Press Area (Continued)

Source 35: The Graphic
Date: 8th April 1893

The text reads;

“This is where the Football Ass. placed the 
members of the Press so that they could give 
full reports of the match”

This rather sarcastic illustration featured in The Graphic 
newspaper the Saturday after the match. The illustration 
depicts a crowd scene where those at the front appear to 
be dressed well and therefore enjoying the game as a 
social occasion. Leaving the viewer to assume that the 
cluster of hats in the background represent the frustrated 
reporters who cannot see the game properly. 

The fact that this illustration made it to print goes to show 
the level of frustration felt by the journalists about the 
accommodation provided. 

We have enlarged the key illustration to the right and typed 
out the text so that it is easy to read.

Source 36 simply provides an example where a paper 
credits a number of goals incorrectly as mentioned earlier 
in this section. 

From the 12 resources provided in this section, it is clear 
that the journalists visibility of the game was very poor and 
that the mistaken identity of a player on the field was a 
distinct possibility.

Source 36: Glasgow Herald
Date: 3rd April 1893



Contemporary Evidence



Evidence from the 1890’s

Source 37: ‘Sports’ Newspaper
Date: 28th December 1896

Source 38: Tamworth Herald
Date: 7th April 1900

So far all the evidence we have presented has 
come from books and newspapers which were 
written several years after the hat-trick had taken 
place. The earliest being Fred Spiksley’s ‘Green-
Un’ article from 1907, some 14 years after the 
event.

This is a big problem because one would assume 
that if the hat-trick occurred then there would be 
earlier evidence.

The difficulty is that only people who were 
actually present in the stands seem to be the 
people who write about it, and only when they are 
in or approaching retirement do they sit down and 
write about their experiences of football. This has 
led to most accounts of the hat-trick appearing in 
reminiscent pieces, such as those Wall, Catton 
and Alaway.

However, there are earlier examples that predate 
Spiksley’s 1907 article and suggest that people 
were very aware of the hat-trick during the 1890’s. 

The Sports newspaper was a national newspaper  
published every Saturday between 1895 and 
1899. It considered itself the main rival to The 
Athletic News and was advertised on several FA 
Cup final match cards/programmes. In December 
1896, only three years after the Richmond 
international, they ran a full page article about 
Fred Spiksley which was done to co-ordinate with 
his benefit match against the Corinthians at Olive 
Grove (source 37).

In this lengthy piece about Spiksley the writer 
(The Pilgrim) refers the Spiksley as having scored 
‘Thrice in ten minutes’ against Scotland.

This is further supported by a seven line article in 
the Tamworth Herald (source 38), in 1900, which 
also describes Spiksley as having scored three 
against the Scots. This confirms that the hat-trick 
was known about whilst Spiksley and all the other 
players from the 1893 international were still 
playing football. We are very confident that as the 
Digital Newspaper Archive grows that many more 
examples similar to these two will surface, an 
opinion which is supported by Sir Frederick Walls 
comments, which are shown in source 39.  

The full version of the ‘Sports’ article is available 
on the next page.

Source 39: Sir Frederick Wall - 50 Years of Football

Source 40: Dundee Evening Post
Date: 17th April 1903



Source 41: Sports Newspaper
Date: 26th December 1896



Contemporary Evidence consistent with a hat trick having taken place.

Source 43: Sheffield Independent
Date: 25th April 1893

Source 42: Sheffield Independent
Date: 4th April 1893

These two newspaper articles from 1893 do not 
in themselves evidence the hat-trick, however 
they do comment on Spiksley having done 
something very special for England.

In source 42 the Sheffield Independent reports on 
how Spiksley was given ‘an ovation’ as soon as 
he entered the field of play at Olive Grove, 
Sheffield. This was only 2 days after playing for 
England. It could be that he received this for 
scoring two or three goals, but it is clear that what 
he did against Scotland was seen as something 
special by the The Wednesday supporters.

Source 43 provides 
a n e d i t e d 
commentary of the 
speeches which took 
place at the 1893 
S h e f fi e l d a n d 
Hallamshire Football 
Association end of 
season dinner.

John Charles Clegg, 
the president of the 
S&HFA and also the 
1893 referee of the 
England V Scotland 

match pays high compliments to Fred Spiksley 
on his success in the match. Is he referring to the 
hat-trick? We know that Clegg discussed the 
match with J. A. Brierley of the Lancashire 
Evening News and that after this conversation 
Brierley still maintained that Spiksley had scored 
the hat-trick. We will never know, but it is clear 
that the referee from the match is congratulating 
Spiksley not only on his performance but his 
‘success’ in the match.



Other Evidence



In 1926 Richard A. Sparling wrote what was 
probably the first ever football club history, 
entitled The Romance of the Wednesday. But 
this was not his first publication. In 1920 he 
had written, with the assistance of his fellow 
sportswriter Howard R. Sleigh, the official 
history the 12th (Service) Battalion of the York 
and Lancaster Regiment. It was a book based 
on personal experiences as in 1914 they had 
volunteered with their colleague Herve A. 
Giraud in response to Lord Kitchener’s famous 
call for recruits for the army.

Both Sparling and Sleigh survived the war but 
Giraud was killed on 7 May 1917, possibly with 
the 10th Battalion of the York and Lancaster 
Regiment. Sparling and Sleigh were both 
awarded decorations during the war and the 
Sheffield Green’Un proudly printed their 
photographs. Sparling was awarded the 
Military Service Medal in 1918 whilst Sleigh 
was awarded the same medal in 1918 and 
mentioned in dispatches in 1917.  Sheffield 
Wednesday’s Vivian Simpson was awarded 
the Military Cross in 1917 for planning and 
leading a successful attack on an enemy 
trench, being the first man in it and engaging in 
hand-to-hand combat. Simpson was later killed 
whilst serving with the Barnsley pals in April 
1918.

Sparling and Sleigh both returned to the 
Sheffield Green’Un and became in turn its 
editors, Sleigh in the 1930s and Sparling in the 
1940s. 

Alex Jackson - National Football Museum

Source 44: Romance of the Wednesday by Richard Sparling
Date: 1926

Richard Sparling - ‘Romance of the Wednesday’ book.

Richard Sparling wrote about the Richmond hat-trick in his 
1926 book. He was not at the game and therefore he will have 
been using his knowledge and research into the game to write 
this. Sparkling clearly knew Spiksley well and interviewed him 
several times. However, Sparling was a highly respected 
sports journalist and to include the hat-trick in his book shows 
his certainty that it had taken place and again it is likely that 
this is because it was common knowledge back then.



Additional evidence of Spiksley scoring the hat-trick against Scotland

Source 45: Sheffield Star
Date: 2nd February 1970

Source 46: Gainsborough News
Date: 30th July 1948

Source 48: Gainsborough News
Date: 5th August 1948

Source 47: Sheffield Star
Date: 1970’s

Although evidence of Spiksley’s 
hat-trick started to become less 
frequent after the 1940’s, it was 
still discussed and referred to in 
the Sheffield and Gainsborough 
papers up to and including the 
1970’s. Spiksley’s son lived in 
Sheffield and was interviewed 
by Sheffield journalists in the 
70’s. The Spiksley family still 
remain in Ga insborough, 
expla in ing why the s tory 
remained in these areas for so 
long.



Additional evidence of Spiksley scoring the hat-trick against Scotland

This little article was taken from a 
national newspaper in the 1950’s or 
60’s. Probably the Express or Daily 
Mail. It was cut out and retained by a 
member of the Spiksley family in 
Gainsborough.

It clearly lists Spiksley’s hat-trick for 
England in 1893 as one of his major 
achievements. 

The bold claim that he scored 350 
goals during his career seems a little 
far fetched, which puts into question 
the validity of this source, when 
Spiksley only ever scored 100 league 
goals for Sheffield Wednesday. 
However, after researching Spiksley’s 
career for over 25 years across all 
matches he played across a career 
that lasted 20 years we are able to 
account for approximately 320 goals in 
and there are match reports that we 
have been unable to locate, meaning 
that the source is not too far out.

Source 49: Unknown, but possibly Daily Express or Mail.
Date: 1950’s/60’s

Source 50 : Sunderland Daily Echo
Date: 13th January  1932

Source 51: Sheffield Evening Telegraph
Date: 12th April 1920

Source 52: Sheffield Evening Telegraph
Date: 28th January 1939



Additional evidence of Spiksley scoring the hat-trick against Scotland

Source 53: Sheffield Star
Date: 24th January 1970



Evidence that Reynolds scored England’s fifth goal.



Evidence that John Reynolds scored England’s fifth goal

With a lot of evidence suggesting that England’s 
fifth goal was scored by Spiksley, we thought it 
would be an important exercise to research into 
evidence that exists credits the goal to Reynolds. 
After all; to credit Spiksley with the goal means 
that Reynolds loses out and this would be unfair 
if there was also evidence that supports a 
Reynolds goal.

Obviously, there is no need to trawl through the 
match reports again, as we have already 
established that all but a small percentage of 
them credit Reynolds with the goal. What we 
have tried to look for are articles that appear, 
over subsequent years, which discuss or 
describe the goal being scored by Reynolds. 
Articles similar to those that we have provided 
that credit Spiksley. For example, if another 
England player had written about playing in the 
match and described Reynolds as scoring, then 
this would be strong evidence in support of the 
match reports and official records.

John Reynolds is a fairly notorious character from 
the period, famous for falling on hard times soon 
after his best footballing days were over. He was 
an alcoholic who subsequently had to work in the 
Sheffield mines and died in 1917 aged 48. In 
contrast to Spiksley he did not write about his 
achievements and therefore we have failed to 
find any evidence where Reynolds claims the fifth 
goal for himself.

Articles that we have found during this part of our 
research fall into three different categories;

1. A simple list of goal scorers from the game, 
which will have been generated using the 
1893 reports (or official records once they 
had been created) and therefore are no more 
useful than the original match reports. 
(Source 54 is an example of this type of 
source.)

2. Occasions where someone has written about 
the match but has not explicitly named the 
scorer of the fifth goal. These articles, such 
as the one written by Billy Bassett (Source 
55), obviously do not favour either Spiksley or 
Reynolds.

3. Articles that credit Fred Spiksley with the 
goal, which we have obviously included 
throughout the rest of this document.

Source 55: Fife Free Press and Kirkcaldy Guardian
Date:  8th September 1906

Source 54: Lincolnshire Echo
Date: 20th April 1893



Evidence that John Reynolds scored England’s fifth goal

Source 56 falls into the second type of source we 
have found where the fifth goal is not discussed. 
This time the writer is William Mcgregor, the 
founder of the Football League. Interestingly, 
Spiksley features for the quality of his play in the 
match, where as Reynolds is included for his 
social drinking skills. This article proves nothing, 
of course, but is yet another occasion where the 
match is discussed by a respectable eye witness 
and there is no mention of Reynolds as having 
scored.

The fact remains that there is not a single 
account of Reynolds having scored the fifth goal 
by anyone who went on to write books or 
newspaper articles that discuss the Richmond 
International. The only evidence of Reynolds 
having scored comes from the match reports, 
written by journalists who admit that they could 
not see much of the game.

Source 56: Sunderland Daily Echo
Date: 22nd February 1902



Summary



Summary

The official records acknowledge John 
Reynolds as the scorer of England’s fifth goal 
during the 1893 Home International against 
Scotland at Richmond. This means that 
Spiksley is not recognised as being the first 
player to score a hat-trick against Scotland.

The reliability of the match reports is 
questionable due to the poor accommodation 
of the journalists on the day. Due to the late 
notice of the attendance of the Duke and 
Duchess of Tech, the FA were forced to 
move the reporters further down the 
touchline, away from the end where the fifth 
goal was scored. Provision for only 40 
journalists was provided, which meant that 
the conditions were cramped for the 80 
reports that filled the press area.

T h e j o u r n a l i s t ’ s v i e w w a s f u r t h e r 
compromised due to a much larger crowd 
than anticipated, with 20,000 in attendance, 
when a crowd of between 10,000-12,000 
was predicted. This forced the FA to allow 
the crowd closer into the pitch than planned, 

resulting in a crowd that was 6-8 lines deep standing in front of the press area. The visibility during 
the game deteriorated, to the extent that by the time the last, and important goal was score, the 
game was almost impossible to report accurately. These reports then became the evidence used 
by historians and statisticians half a century later.

In other areas of the ground the viability was much better. Witnesses that were sat in the Grand 
Stand and/or the Pavilion report on seeing Fred Spiksley scoring the last three goals for England. 
The eyewitnesses we have discovered to date were very established and respected men within the 
game of football, two of which have reputations that are second to none!

These witnesses include; 

Sir Frederick Wall - Secretary of the FA
Jimmy Catton - Athletic News Editor and most respected Sports Journalist in England.
Robert Alaway - Founder of Middlesex Wanderers Football Club
J. A. Brierley - Sports Editor of the Lancashire Evening News for 40 years.

Robert Alaway seemingly has his account and memory of the match confirmed during a chance 
meeting with Spiksley in 1928. Brierley has his memory of the match confirmed by England player 
Billy Bassett and Charles Clegg, the referee for the match.

Fred Spiksley himself claims that he scored the hat-rick with written accounts made in 1907, 1920 
and 1933. Spiksley’s extensive description about his life and achievements in football remarkably 
accurate, with only a few minor errors. The only major statistics that do not match up with official 
records are his claim of a hat-trick on debut for England and the hat-trick scored against Scotland. 
The first of these has now been proven and officially accepted as correct, meaning that his claim of 
the hat-trick against Scotland is increasingly likely to be also true.



Spiksley was awarded a gold chain for his unique feat against Scotland and this remained in the 
Spiksley family for around 80 years, meaning that the family have always known that the hat-trick 
was achieved.

There are multiple references to Fred Spiksley’s achievement in newspapers, including from the 
1890’s, demonstrating how people were aware of it whilst Spiksley was a player. Later on in 1907 
Spiksley’s first written account of the game is made at a time when all the England players and 
match referee are still alive and could have challenged his claims. There is no evidence that 
anyone came forward to dispute the claim in 1907, 1920 or 1933. (It is likely that Spiksley always 
maintained that he scored the hat-trick, but these are the the occasions we have discovered.)

References to the hat-trick continue to reappear  in the national press up until the late 1940’s, but 
these fade Spiksley’s contemporaries die and as historians start to go back to the original match 
reports to create the official records and write statistical books. This then leads to Reynolds 
becoming the accepted goalscorer of England's fifth. Evidence of Spiksley’s hat-trick still appears 
in the Sheffield and Gainsborough papers right through until the 1970’s, as these are the places 
that are synonymous with Fred Spiksley and the Spiksley family.

The only evidence that exists that credits Reynolds with the goal are the match reports, written by 
journalists who could not see the game and could have been up to 80 meters away from where the 
goal was scored. All evidence that comes from people sat with a clear view of the game credit 
Spiksley with the goal.



Conclusion



Conclusion

As stated by Sir Frederick Wall in his book 50 
years of Football; “In official circles no minute 
is ever kept of the men who score, merely of 
the number of goals.” Therefore the statistics 
for football matches from the 1890’s have 
been created by historians and statisticians 
based on the contemporary match reports. 
Although there will always be some mistakes 
and disputes, this is the fairest way to create 
the records. 

However, in 1893 Fred Spiksley achieved the 
unique feat of becoming the first player to 
score a hat-trick against Scotland. Although 
this record was well documented during 
Spiksley’s life time it has been lost in history 
due to the poor accommodation of the 
journalists during the match. There is 
substantial proof that the reporters could not 
see the game well enough to report upon it 
accurately and therefore their account of 
Reynolds scoring England’s last goal is 
unreliable.

To decide on who scored this very important goal it is important that a range of sources are used 
and cross referenced in order to validate or challenge the official records. Eyewitness accounts 
and all other sources that we have been able to locate support Spiksley’s claim to scoring the hat-
trick. The credibility of the eyewitnesses and the volume of other sources would suggest that in this 
instance the records need to be amended and Fred Spiksley’s achievement finally recognised. 



Appendix

Background information on Fred Spiksley

More info available at

www.spiksley.com

clive.nicholson@icloud.com
mcmetcalf@icloud.com

Twitter @SpiksleyBook
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